Patricia    Ficalora

25 Monroe Place, Apt. 2E ( Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Phone: 917-880-8963 ( E-Mail: pf@ficaloranewyork.com 
Fine Jewelry Design Director

Creative, highly accomplished designer with 25 years of experience creating original fine jewelry, fashion jewelry and accessories, seeking a Fine Jewelry Design Director position with a visionary jewelry company. Both European and American trained. Expertise in all aspects of fine jewelry design for men and women – from concept and design development through managing all phases of manufacturing and production. Master model maker, with extensive experience creating prototype and production models in both wax and silver. Design capabilities include presentation renderings, working drawings and wax presentation models. Proven track record developing innovative, best-selling collections for major jewelry and fashion clients. Successful entrepreneur with experience running all aspects of a design business and a reputation for cultivating long-lasting relationships with key clients and vendors. Ability to produce under pressure and meet tight deadlines. Strong gemological knowledge. Exceptional leadership, organizational, strategic planning, problem solving and customer service skills. Fluent in Italian.      

CORE COMPETENCIES
	· Innovative Fine & Fashion Jewelry Design
	· Gemology & Gem Buying 

	· Master Model Making (Wax & Silver)

· Manufacturing/Production Management
	· Strategic Planning & Positioning

· Operations/Business Management

	· Hand Fabrication 

· Drawings & Presentation Renderings

· Working in All Precious Metal Mediums

· Diamond & Colored Stone Setting


	· Cultivating Business Relationships

· Entrepreneurial Leadership

· Designing Fashion & Beauty Packaging

· Customer Service & Satisfaction



	
	Professional Experience
	


DAVID YURMAN – New York, NY













2010- Present

Senior Jewelry Designer

Responsibilities / Design concept contributions to Main Line David Yurman Collections, Couture and High Jewelry collections.  Supervision of Illustrators, CAD Rhino Operators, model makers, and jewelers.

FICALORA NEW YORK – New York, NY                                                                        1995 – 2010
President/Creative Director

Owner, head designer, principal model maker, gem buyer, production manager. Responsibilities include designing fine jewelry collections for men and women, putting collections into production and working closely with jewelers, gem dealers, casters, clients and vendors.    

Key Achievements:
· Design fine jewelry, faux jewelry, accessories and other luxury items for a high-profile client list including Avon, Estee Lauder, Elizabeth Arden, David Yurman, Judith Leiber, Lenox, Ralph Lauren, Temple Emmanuel, Tiffany & Co., Ward Kelvin and others.

· Licensed exclusive designs to Holly Hunt Collections (Ficalora New York for Holly Hunt Collections).

· Designed best-selling Zodiac and Golden Angel compact collections for Estee Lauder.

· Designed and managed production of 120 limited edition solid gold compacts for Estee Lauder in collaboration with Audemars Piguet. 

· Ficalora NY fine jewelry collections are sold in numerous upscale retail locations, including Bergdorf Goodman, Neiman Marcus, Takashimaya, Linda Dresner, Stanley Korshak, Wilkes Bashford and Ultimo.

· Designed and oversaw production development of fashion jewelry and accessories, as well as 

· cosmetic packaging, perfume bottles, fine china, crystal, tabletop, gifts, and other fashion and beauty products for noted clients such as Estee Lauder, Elizabeth Arden, Ralph Lauren and others.

· Designed the “Millennium” solid gold perfume container for Estee Lauder in 2000 (and also produced and managed its production in 18k gold and sapphire).
· Designed the perfume bottle tops for the entire lineup of Estee Lauder’s “Dazzle” fragrance as well as the presentation models.

· Developed strong reputation with clients for delivering consistent, high-quality work on time under pressure with tight deadlines.

· Used model making skills to develop the most cost effective and creative manufacturing solutions for the engineering and production of jewelry.

· For all of clients, produced the physical models that accompanied the designs.

ANGELA CUMMINGS INC. – New York, NY                                                                           1985 – 1995 

Design Assistant/Model Maker

Worked closely with noted designer Angela Cummings conveying ideas, developing and producing 

High  Jewelry collections. Master model maker. Responsibilities included presentation rendering, creating production models and managing engineering and manufacturing. Managed and worked closely with jewelers, gem dealers, inlayers, lapidary, pearl dealers, watch manufacturers, stone setters, enamellers, chain makers and others. 

Key Achievements: 
· Designed numerous best-selling collections.

· Designed, managed and produced a line of high-end silk scarves in Italy.

· Trained under Angela Cummings, the premier American jewelry designer for Tiffany & Co. in the 1970s.

· Trained in gemology by Bruce Cummings, world-class gemologist and former head of Tiffany’s diamond and gem buying office.

TIFFANY & CO. – New York, NY                                                                                                1984 – 1985 

Designer

Responsible for designing jewelry and corporate gift collections. 

Key Achievement: 
· Designed Halcyon Days hand-painted enameled boxes for New York Public Library.
HENSON ASSOCIATES, THE MUPPETS – New York, NY                                                    1983 – 1984   

Assistant

Worked directly with Jim Henson. Sewed/worked on Muppets, including Kermit the Frog.  
	
	Education & Training
	


ROSARY COLLEGE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS – Florence, Italy                               1983

· Master’s Degree, Sculpture

· Studied at the famed Uffizi Gallery in Florence

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN – Providence, RI                                                                   1982

· Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree, Sculpture

· Awarded the European Honors Prize (studied for a year in Rome, Italy – 1981)
	
	Professional affiliations
	


COUNCIL OF FASHION DESIGNERS OF AMERICA – Member                                     2000 – Present 






…Continued…


